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When preparing the scientific papers for publication in the Tethys Entomological Research, the
Editorial Board has encountered with the fact of simultaneous using the two names as applied to just
the same territory spreading from Caspian Sea to China eastwards, and from the line Aral Sea - Alakol
Lake to N Iran/Afghanistan southwards. Some authors called this area Middle Asia as the traditional
and quite stable name widely adopted in the Russian-language literature since the 20th century. On the
other hand, the above-mentioned territory was known under the name Central Asia which has arisen in
the recent decade, after the USSR breakdown, among the English-language politicians for the
designation of the five former Soviet republics, viz. Kazakhstan (including its European and Siberian
parts), Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Kyrghyzstan as the single region. However, as far
back as the 19th century the name Central Asia entered in natural sciences and in all geographical
textbooks as the territory comprising Mongolia, adjacent part of Siberia and almost the whole China
(except the eastern provinces). This extremely vast natural region embracing Gobi, Ala Shan and Ordos
plateaux, Dzhungarian and the Tarim River plains, Tibetan highland, the mountain systems of
Mongolian Altai, E Tien Shan, Kun Lun, Nan Shan, Karakorum, etc. is characterized with exceptionally
dry, sharply continental climate and the predominance of sparse semidesert and desert small shrubby
vegetation where the salines, takyrs, sands and stony lands occupy the greater territory. The first
explorers of the continental Asia, e.g. N.M.Przewalski, V.I.Roborovsky, A.P.Fedtschenko,
G.N.Potanin, P.K.Kozlov, etc. never mixed or lumped togethert}gentral Asian aqg Transcaspian
regions through their striking climatic differences. In the 197 - the early 20 centuries the
Transcaspian territory with its relatively mild climate and rich flora/fauna, comprising the five recent
Middle Asian states, has been named Turkestan. This toponym also included the administrative sense
as the part of Russian Empire, the Turkestan Governorship-General comprising Zacaspian
[Transcaspian], Samarkand, Syrdaria, Ferghana provinces, the Province of Semirechiye, the Khiva
Khanate and the Bukhara Emirate. In the geographical and political sense, the name Turkestan widely
used not only in the Russian language but also in the linguistic component of other countries;
moreover, Turkestan never mixed with Central Asia, neither for the political nor the geographical
reasons.

Middle Asia as the political and economical name first appeared since the 1924-1925 political
delimitation of the Soviet republics and originally embraced Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and
Kyrghyzstan. As a result, the name Turkestan eventually became extinct. The name Middle Asia
widely distributed among the former USSR population. Subsequently, Middle Asia also acquired its
geographical sense and completely replaced the name Turkestan. However, the scientists extended the
original limits of Middle Asia northwards, up to the climatic boundary between the steppe and
semidesert zones (which roughly coincided with the northern borderline of the former Turkestan),
southwards, embracing N Iran/ Afghanistan, and eastwards, rounding the E (Chinese) Tien Shan Mts.

After the USSR disintegration, Kazakhstan and the Middle Asian states, i.e. Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrghyzstan, intensively began to develop their international relations
causing the increased interest of the West to this region. The political name Middle Asia rapidly
became obsolete in favor of “Central Asia”. In the recent political and economical sense, “Central
Asia” comprises the above-mentioned Middle Asian states, together with the whole Kazakhstan
territory, whereas the true Central Asia at present has no political name as a single region.
Unfortunately, the number of scientists adopted the politicians’ point of view and in fact rejected the
name Middle Asia replacing it with Central Asia, despite the letter name was absolutely alien to the
region reviewed. Such ambiguous interpretation of the name Central Asia and the gradual extinction of
the name Middle Asia broke the stability and introduced an appreciable confusion in Russian and
English scientific literature.

Taking in account the present complicated situation arisen around the names discussed, we
consider it necessary to emphasize that both Middle Asia and Central Asia should be regarded as
independent names having their independent meaning and belonging to separate territories. To indicate
the region between Caspian Sea and western Chinese frontier the name Middle Asia (Cpenusisi Asus)
is recommended to be used in the natural scientific publications including entomology. The name
Central Asia should be used in its strict geographical meaning. The general designation of the whole
area comprising the five countries, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and
Kyrghyzstan, is proposed to be Kazakhstan and Middle Asia, as the name firmly entered in the
geographical guides.



Summary

Swenko P.B., 3i03un A.A. O He06X0AUMOCTH aJeKBAaTHOIO MCIOJb30BaHHUSA
Ha3BaHu¥ Cpennsasa Asus u llentpanbHas Asus.

[Ipu moAroTOBKe pyKoOMHCeH HayuHbIX craTed K mny6aukauuu B Tethys Entomological Research
pelaKiHs CTOMKHYJIach ¢ PAaKTOM OJHOBPEMEHHOT0 yrnoTped/eH s IByX TEPMUHOB IPUMEHHUTENBHO K OLHOH U
TOH K€ TeppPUTOPHH, npocTHpamouleiics ot Kacnuiickoro Mopsi 1o Kutas B BOCTOYHOM HampaBjieHHHd H OT
Junuu Apasnbckoe Mope - o3epo Anakosb no CeBepHoro MpaHa u AdraHucraHa B 10XKHOM HarnpaBJeHHH.
OnHU aBTOpbl HasbiBa/u 3Ty miowans Cpedwell Asueil, uTo sIB/ISETCS TPAAULMOHHBIM H YCTOSIBIIUMCS B
pyccKosiabiuHOH suTepatype B 20 Beke, Apyrde aBTOPBI AJsl 3TOH Ke TePPHUTOPUH HCIIONb30BaJH Ha3BaHUE
Llenmpanvras Azus, koTopoe Bo3HHKJIO0 nocie pacrnaga CCCP B aHIVIOA3BIYHON MONMTHYECKOU cpele s
0603HaYeHHs] ATH GBIBIIMX COBETCKMX pecnydmuk: Typkmenucrana, Kasaxcrana (Bmecte ¢ eBporneickoil u
cHOMpCKOH YacTsiMu), Y3bekuctana, Tamkukucradna u Keiproiactana Kak equHoro pernosa. OpHako yxe ¢ 19
cTosieTHsl Ha3BaHue [[enmpanvras A3us BOLLIO B eCTeCTBEHHBIE HAYKH U BO BCe reorpaduueckue yueOHUKH
KaK TeppuUTOpHs, OXBaThiBawowias MOHTOMIO W Gonblyw dYacTb Kurast (MCK/oOYas 10ro-BOCTOUHbIE
MPOBMHUMHK). DTa OrpOMHasl MPHUpPOJHAsl CTPaHa, BKJWUalas miockoropbsi [o6u, Anamans, Opmoca,
JDkyHrapckass u Tapumckasi paBHHHB, TuOGeTckoe Haropbe, TOpHble Xpe6Thl MoHroasckoro Ausras,
Boctounoro Tsaub-llans, Kyus-JIynsa, Haub-lllaua, Kapakopyma u I'aHauchimiansi xapakTepusyercs CyXHUM
pPe3Ko KOHTHHEHTANBHbIM KJIUMaToM H [peob/iafiaHHeM pa3pe’KeHHOW TIOMYIYCTBIHHOH M TYyCThIHHOM
KYCTapHHYKOBOH PaCTUTENbHOCTH, Ile 3HAUUTENbHYI0 TEPPUTOPUIO 3aHUMAIOT COJOHYAKH, TAKBIPbI, TECKH U
KaMeHMCThlie mowand. [lepsble HccienoBaTesu BHyTpuMartepukoBoi Asum (H.M. Ilpxesanbckuii, B.Y.
Po6oposckuii, A.I1. @enuenko, I H. [Toranun, IT.A. Kosnos u JIp.) HUKOTJIA He CMelLIUBa/lM U He 06beUHANM
LleHTpa/bHOA3HATCKUH M 3akacnuiickuil (coBpeMeHHasi TeppUTOpHs 5 CpefHeasHaTCKHX TOCYAapCTB)
PErHoHbl M3-332 PE3KUX KJIHUMaTH4ecKuX pasinuuit. B 19 - Hagane 20 BB. 3akacnuiickasi TepPUTOPHS C ee
OTHOCHUTENbHO MSTKMM KJIMMaToM ¥ Goratod (bopo u ¢ayHOW HaspiBanach Typkecmar. D10 Ha3BaHHe
KpoMe reorpauueckoro HMeJo U aAMUHUCTPATUBHBIA CMBICI, TMOTOMY uTO TypKecmar BXOLMI B COCTaB
Poccuiickoll HMIepUH Kak ONHOMMEHHOe  reHepan-Ty6epHaTOPCTBO, COCTosllee U3 3aKaclNHHCKOH,
Camapkauncko#t, CoipnapeuHckoi, PepraHckoi, CemupeueHcKo# ofjacTelf, XHMBHHCKOTO XaHCTBA MU
Byxapckoro smupata. Hassanue Typkecman B reorpadMuecKOM W TOJUTHYECKOM CMBICJAE WIHPOKO
yrnoTpeb/siioch He TOJBKO B PYCCKOM $13blKe, HO W B SI3BIKOBOH cpelie IPYrMX CTPaH; 3TO Ha3BaHHWE MO
TOJUTHYECKUM HJTH reorpaduuecKuM MPUUMHAM HUKOTA He CMEIIMBAIOCh C HasBaHueM Llenmpanvnas A3us.

Cpednss A3us Kak aIMHHUCTPAaTHBHOE Ha3BaHWe BIIEPBble BO3HUKJIO BO BpeMs MOJUTHUECKOTO
pa3Me)KeBaHHUsi COBETCKMX pecnyOmuk B 1924-25 rr. U mnepBoHa4yaJbHO OOBEIUHSNO Y30eKHCTaH,
Typxkmenucran, Tamxuxucrad u Keipreiacras. Kak cienctsue 31oro, B aIMUHUCTPATHBHOM CMBIC/IE Ha3BaHHe
Typkecmar TIOCTENEHHO BBHILLIO U3 yrnoTpeb/eHus, a Ha3BaHue Cpednas A3us WHPOKO PacIpoCTPaHUIOCH
cpenu Hacenenusi  ObiBiero CCCP. B panbHeiiiem, Cpeduss Asus cralo ynorpebsisTbess U B
reorpa)MyeckoM CMBbIC/IE, TIONHOCTBIO BBITECHUB TepMHH Typxecmar. YUeHble HECKOJbKO pacIIMpPHUIIH
rpanuipl Cpedrnerd A3uu Ha ceBep, A0 KAMMAaTHYECKOU TPAHMIIBI MEXKIY CTENHOH M MOJYNYCTHIHHOH 30HAMH
(npumepHoO coBnanawiieli ¢ ceBepHol rpanuLeil Typkecmana), Ha 1T, BKmodas CesepHblil Adranucran, u Ha
BoCcTOK, orubasi Bocrounwit Tsaub-lanb.

[Tocne pacnaga CCCP KasaxcTaH U cpenHeasuaTCKHe TOCYHapcTBa, T.e. TypKMeHHCTaH, Y306eKHCTaH,
Tamxuxucran U KelpreiactaH, HHTEHCHBHO Hadall Pa3BHUBAaTh CBOU MeXKIyHapOAHbIE CBSI3U, UeM BBI3BA/IU
MOBbIILIEHHBIH HHTepec 3anana K 3ToMy pernony. [lonnTuyeckoe HasBanue Cpedusn A3us cTano BBIXOIUTb U3
yrnoTpebaeHusi B mnogae3y “Llenmpaavnoi Asuu”. B HOBOM IMONUTHYECKOM H IKOHOMHYECKOM CMBIC]E,
“llenmpanrvHas A3us’ OXBaThIBAeT BBILIEYNOMSIHYThlE CpeIHea3HaTCKHe ToCyJapcTBa BMeCTe CO BCeH
Tepputopueil KaszaxcraHa, BK/OUasi Takke €ro CHOMPCKYI0 M €BPONEHCKYI0 YacTH, TOrAa Kak MCTHHHas
Llenmpasvras A3us B HAacTOsIlIee BPeMSI He HMEET CBOEro MOJUTHYECKOrO Ha3BaHUS Kak eIuHbIH perdoH. K
COXKa/eHHI0, HEKOTOPbIE YUeHble PUHSIN TOYKY 3PEHHS COBPEMEHHBIX TOJUTHKOB U (haKTHUECKH 0TKa3a/lHCh
ot Ha3BaHusi Cpedussn A3us, HeCMOTps Ha To, uTo TepMuUH Llenmparvrnan A3us aGCOMOTHO UYXKA ITOMY
peruoHy. Takoe IByCMbICIEHHOE TOJKOBaHWe Ha3BaHUs [lenmpanvHas A3us W NOCTeNeHHOe HCUe3HOBEHUe
u3 ynorpe6ieHusi HasBaHus Cpedwsas Asus HapyliaeT CTAaGUIbHOCTb M BHOCHT 3aMETHYIO MyTaHMLY B
PYCCKOSI3BIUHYIO U aHIVIOA3bIUHYIO HAYYHYIO JUTEPATypy.

[TpuHuMas BO BHUMaHHe CJOXHYIO COBPEMEHHYIO CHTYalHUIO, Mbl CYUTaeM HeOOXOAUMBIM MOIYEPKHYTh,
yrto TepMuUHbl Cpeduss Asus u Llenmparvnas A3us [NOMKHB pPacCMATPUBATBCS Kak He3aBHCHMble
reorpaduyeckde U MOJUTHYECKHE Ha3BaHHs, OTHOCSILIMECS K CAMOCTOSITENbHBIM TeppUTOpHAM. Benencraue
5TOr0, aBTOPbl PEKOMEHAYIOT B €CTECTBEHHO-HAYUHBIX CTaThfiX YNOTpel/aTh Ha3Bauue Cpedwas Asus
(Middle Asia) pns 0603Ha4yeHHMsi perHoHa, pacroJoXeHHoro Mexay Kacruiickum mopem u Kutaewm,
OrpaHHYEHHOT'0 C CeBepa IPaHULEH CTeTMHOH 30HbBI, C fora ceBepHOH rpanuuedl Vpana u Adranucrana.
Haspauue Llenmpasvnas Asus (Central Asia) cneiyeT MCMONb30BaTh B €r0 MCTMHHOM reorpaguueckoM
3HaveHud. Jlns obuiero o603HaueHUsT TePPUTOPHH, oxBaThiBatolled KasaxcraH, ¥Y36ekucraH, TypkMeHucTaH,
Kviproidctad ¥ TaaKMKUCTaH, Jydlle HCMOJb30BAaTh YCTOsIBIIeecsi paHee B reorpaduyeckoil JuTepartype
HasBanue Kaszaxcmarn u Cpedwsas Asus.
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